
The Climate Committee meeting was called to order by co-chairperson Christine Knauer at 7:02 pm. 
John Hisle volunteered to take the minutes. 
 
Committee members in attendance were: Christine Knauer, Tom Brody, Sonya Starnes and John 
Hisle. Martha Solt (Village Board liaison) was also present. 
 
Guests included: Loretta McClure and Lois Forster. 
 
It was noted that Evan Brown would no longer be a committee member as he and his wife had 
recently moved to New Haven, CT. 
 
The minutes for the June 2nd were passed out, read and approved. 
 
Martha Solt (Village Council Liaison) then reported on development issues as follows: 
 
-EYA (the GEICO property developer) filed a motion to dismiss the law suite filed by the Village 
asking that the binding elements of the original GEICO sales agreement be honored - August 4th 
was  
 set for further action on the suit. 
 
-A Montgomery County official claimed in a recent meeting that they were not aware of any “Binding 
Elements” in the original GEICO agreement. 
 
-On July 30 the Montgomery County Planning Board will meet to vote on staff recommendation on 
the Village Sector Plan. A number of Village residents are 
 planning on attending to making their views known (there is the possibility of hiring a bus to carry all 
those who wish to attend and comment). A number of persons 
at the meeting expressed a desire to attend. 
 
-John Hisle asked if the efforts by the Village Council and a number of Village residents in opposition 
to changes in the Village Sector Plan and the GEICO property 
 development might be considered as NIMBY. A protracted discussion ensued with those in 
attendance making the following statement: 
  
NIMBY may be too broad a brush. The issue of a lack of hosing in Montgomery County may be too 
broad a brush, as the lack of housing is in the  
category of affordable (working class housing) not upper middle or luxury housing. It looks like some 
of the housing proposed at the old GEICO site will be 
for upper middle class  residents (not working class or young professionals seeking to buy their first 
residence). Several expressed a strong desire to  
save the old growth Oak Trees on the GEICO site. Some said they would not be opposed to lower 
cost / market entry housing going into the GEICO  
site but would be opposed to luxury housing. Others said the developers in Montgomery County 
could not make a profit unless the housing built was 
upper middle class or luxury. Martha Solt said that she believed an action by the Village Council (a 
while back) to oppose the building of a apartment building on 
the Brooks Brothers site had led to the developer abandoning their plans to build as the interest 
rates had risen too high while the villages’ suit  
worked its way through the court (possibly a case of NIMBY). Now the site sits vacant.  
 
Christine Knauer noted that the developer never responded to the Committee's letter of May 13 
objecting to the removal of old growth trees at 
the GEICO site. There was a question about whether or not they ever would respond. 



 
Christine Knauer also spoke to the issue of a DC Water emergency repair on the Potomac 
Interceptor above the drinking water intake for WSSC and  
DC’s Water. This repair could be a real problem if anything during the repair goes south. 
 
A discussion ensued about dead trees that needed to be replaced along Willard Avenue. It was 
noted that the Willard Ave. corridor may be the responsibility  
of the County or the State and not the Village. John Hisle agreed to speak with Jodi Rose of the 
Maryland Dept. of Environmental Protection about the possibility of their  
replacing the dead trees with new live specimens.  
 
John Hisle briefly discussed the ongoing issues around a proposed Data Center at the Dickerson 
Site along the Potomac River in  
Montgomery County. A large number of persons who won in the recent Democratic Primary 
(including Will Jawando) have  
vowed to delay any permitting for the Data Center until a thorough study has been completed. More 
to come. 
 
John Hisle also briefly discussed the recent passage of a Plug-In (Balcony) Solar bill in Maryland 
allowing apartment dwellers and others 
to purchase small solar arrays which can to plugged directly into a housing unit’s electric outlet 
(bypassing any existing regulations against 
doing so). See bill attached below. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 4th. 
 
Submitted by John Hisle on July 8, 2026 
 


