
From: Francine Klein <fklein@friendshipheightsmd.gov> 
Date: Tue, Aug 4, 2026 at 11:34 AM 
Subject: Maryland Public Information Act Request 
To: <piarep@mncppc.org> 
Cc: Elza Hisel-McCoy <elza.hisel-mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org>, 
<atara.margolies@montgomeryplanning.org>, Julian Mansfield 
<jmansfield@friendshipheightsmd.gov> 
 

August 20, 2026 

Custodian of Records 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Executive Director's Office 

6611 Kenilworth Avenue 

Riverdale, MD 20737 

Sent via email to piarep@mncppc.org 

  

Re: Maryland Public Information Act Request — Public Engagement Record, Friendship Heights Sector 
Plan Update 

  

Dear Custodian of Records: 

Pursuant to the Maryland Public Information Act, General Provisions Article §4-201 et seq., I write on behalf of the 
Village of Friendship Heights to request records concerning public engagement on the Friendship Heights Sector 
Plan Update, currently before Montgomery Planning. 

The Working Draft of the Sector Plan Update, as currently published, does not appear to include records of public 
input submitted between November 2025 and July 2026. This period follows release of the preliminary 
recommendations, and written responses to those recommendations — from residents, nonprofits, other 
governmental entities, and community associations alike — were substantially more specific than the input gathered 
during the earlier visioning phase, particularly on proposed building heights, which were not presented to the public 
during visioning. The absence of this later input from the published engagement record leaves a significant gap in 
the public record of the planning process. 

We request copies of all existing records reflecting input on the Sector Plan Update submitted between November 1, 
2025 and July 18, 2026, from any source, including: 

•        Written statements, petitions, and comments submitted by individual residents or community groups, 
whether by mail, email, or an online comment portal; 

•        Comments and correspondence submitted by nonprofit organizations and civic associations (such as 
the Little Falls Watershed Alliance), by condominium, cooperative, or homeowners' association boards, 
and by other governmental entities, including the Village itself; 

•        Emails sent to Planning Board members or Montgomery Planning staff regarding the Sector Plan 
Update; and 



•        Any Planning Department staff summaries, analyses, or compilations — including qualitative coding 
data, spreadsheets, or similar analytical files — synthesizing the above public input for use in drafting the 
Sector Plan Update or its appendices. 

Pursuant to General Provisions Article §4-206(e), we request a waiver of any fees associated with this request. 
Disclosure serves the public interest by allowing residents and elected officials to evaluate how the Planning Board 
has incorporated community input on matters — including building heights and density — that will govern the 
Friendship Heights area for years to come. 

We look forward to a response within ten working days as required by GP §4-203(a)(1), and a determination on the 
fee waiver within 30 calendar days. If any records are withheld in whole or in part, please identify the exemption 
claimed for each and produce all non-exempt portions, consistent with GP §4-203(c) and §4-343. 

Please let us know if any clarification would help locate these records.  Thank you.   

Sincerely, 

Francine Kerner Klein 

Vice-Chair, Friendship Heights Village Council 

Village of Friendship Heights 

  

Cc: 

Elza Hisel-McCoy, Montgomery County Planning Department 

Atara Margolies, Montgomery County Planning Department 

 


