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July 13, 2026

Grace Manubay, Chair
Montgomery County Library Board
21 Maryland Avenue, Suite 310
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Chair Manubay:

Thank you for your response to our request for support of a new Public Library &
Performing Arts Center in the new Friendship Commons development on the old
GEICO property.

Your first criteria for support is population growth. You cite the misinformation received
from the Park & Planning Commission that Friendship Heights has declined in
population. On the contrary, our Village of approximately 100 homes in 1960 was
transformed through rezoning into a high-rise community of over 3,000 apartment
homes. That massive increase in population is far greater than those surrounding any
of the three branch libraries you mention in your letter.

Furthermore, three more high-rises (the Somerset Houses) with 405 units each were
built contiguous to the Village. And another high-rise, Wisconsin Place, was built
recently on Willard Avenue with 432 units. Again, in 2023, yet another high-rise was
approved to be built on Wisconsin Avenue in our Village. All this increase, not to
mention the proposed EYA Friendship Commons development on the old GEICO
property with over 300 proposed new homes, shows a vibrant and growing community,
rather than one in decline.

Your second criteria for support is proximity to public libraries within a five-mile radius.
The Library Board acknowledges that it has not been “an absolute rule”, which is
certainly the case. There is the history of Little Falls Branch being followed by the
Chevy Chase Branch, within five miles. Then the Bethesda Branch (now Connie
Morella), approximately 1.7 miles from the Chevy Chase Branch and 2.4 miles from the
Little Falls Branch.

The rule was also not followed with the Twinbrook Branch, which is about 1.9 miles from
the Aspen Hill Branch and 2.4 miles from the Rockville Memorial Branch. In Silver
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Spring, the Long Branch Library is approximately 1.6 miles from the Brigadier General
Charles E. McGee Branch.

All these cases show the inappropriateness of imposing the frequently disregarded five
mile rule on Friendship Heights, a large and growing population center which needs a
Public Library & Performing Arts Center to serve its residents of all ages.

Those residents include one of the largest concentrations of older adults in the region,
many of whom have difficulty traveling to surrounding branches and would benefit from
services located within walking distance of their homes. The area is also experiencing a
growth in the number of families with children and the trend is expected to increase with
planned residential development. All these will likely be joined by those traveling by
Metro or bus to a station or hub within a block of the intended site for the Public Library
& Performing Arts Center.

When the Wisconsin Place development in Friendship Heights was approved by the
County, the developer undertook to build a Recreation Center for the community, which
is operated by the County. That reflects the County’s customary direction to builders to
provide the community with the appropriate amenities. EYA Development, the
developer on the old GEICO property, has already expressed interest in having a
public-private partnership for building and operating a Public Library & Performing Arts
Center, probably across the street from the County Recreation Center. Consequentiy,
the capital cost of the project will be borne by the developer.

The Friendship Heights area therefore presents a unique combination of extraordinary
density, significant planned redevelopment, an aging population, increasing numbers of
families, and a transit-oriented location that is ideally suited for a new Public Library &
Performing Arts Center.

We would welcome an opportunity to discuss all this with you and would be pleased to
meet with you and your staff at your convenience.

Sincerely,

’4? Fertoaftn,

Roy Schaeffer, Mayor
Village of Friendship Heights



