,—: s Jason Goldstein <jgoldstein@friendshipheightsmd.gov>

Re: Issues with the Planning Process in Friendship Heights

Julian Mansfield <jmansfield@friendshipheightsmd.gov> Tue, Jun 9, 2026 at 10:43 AM
To: MCP-Chair <MCP-Chair@mncppc-mc.org>

Cc: Atara.Margolies@montgomeryplanning.org, "Hisel-McCoy, Elza" <elza.hisel-mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org>, Francine
Klein <fklein@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, Roy Schaeffer <rschaeffer@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, Victor Basile
<vbasile@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, Martha Solt <msolt@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, John Conlow
<jconlow@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, Allyson Alt <aalt@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, Al Muller
<amuller@friendshipheightsmd.gov>, Jason Goldstein <jgoldstein@friendshipheightsmd.gov>

Chair Harris and Members of the Planning Board:

This is in response to Chair Harris’s letter of April 9, 2026 in which he criticizes comments by
County Executive Mark Elrich at a community town hall, while praising the work of the Planning
Department and the Board in encouraging public engagement in the development of the Friendship
Heights Sector Plan Update.

However, the Village of Friendship Heights has had a much different experience with respect to
public engagement.

The Village Council submitted comments in advance of a Planning Board meeting on February 12
to review the Sector Plan Preliminary Recommendations drafted by the Planning Department.

The comments reflected the Village’s concern that the Preliminary Recommendations propose to
overturn recommendations in the current Sector Plan approved in 1998 by allowing mid-rise to
high-rise development on sites (parcels 4 & 6) currently designated primarily for use as “Parks and
Open Space” (see adjacent diagram).

Members of the Village Council observed the February 12 Board meeting online and the issues
raised in our letter were not referenced during the meeting nor have we received a response to the
letter.

Not only is a proposal to build additional mid-rise to high-rise buildings within the Village a major
reversal from the current plan, it threatens to denigrate the quality of life in what is already one of
the most densely populated communities in the Nation, with more than 5,000 residents, eight high-
rise residential buildings, and numerous commercial and medical buildings, concentrated in less
than one-tenth of a square mile.

We are the duly elected representatives of the Village of Friendship Heights. Our goal, and that of
the residents we represent, is to protect, preserve and improve the quality of life in the Village.
And, to do that, we need to preserve what little green, open space remains within the Village, not
build more tall buildings.

More such buildings within the Village are almost certain to worsen traffic conditions, block sunlight
over major portions of the Village, and remove most of what little green, open space remains where
residents can enjoy the outdoors, engage with others and where children have a place to play.

Going forward, the Village of Friendship Heights respectfully requests that the Planning Board
specifically address issues and concerns raised by the Village as part of the Board’s ongoing
review and recommendations with respect to the Friendship Heights Sector Plan Update currently
underway.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JQueCpu597k9vE7eHEV3yjfLBjo3w5xY/view?usp=sharing
https://friendshipheightsmd.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/VFH-Letter-and-Comments-on-FH-Sector-Plan-2.9.26.pdf
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/communities/west-county/friendship-heights/friendship-heights-sector-plan/friendship-heights-sector-plan-preliminary-recommendations/

Thank you,

Roy Schaeffer, Mayor
Village of Friendship Heights

Attachment: The Village of Friendship Heights: Planning to Preserve What Little Green, Open
Space Remains in Our High-Rise Community

Cc:
Elza.hisel-mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org
Atara.Margolies@montgomeryplanning.org
Friendship Heights Village Council Members

Julian Mansfield
Village Manager

Village of Friendship Heights

4433 South Park Avenue

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Email: jmansfield@friendshipheightsmd.gov
Phone: (301) 656-2797

Fax: (301) 907-3922
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The Village of Friendship Heights:

Planning to Preserve What Little Green, Open Space Remains
in Our High-Rise Community

The Village Council respectfully asks that the Montgomery County Planning
Board adhere to principles laid out in the current Sector Plan and not support
construction of more mid to high-rise buildings within the Village on the
parcels shown below (circled in yellow)
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The current sector plan, approved in 1998, calls for preserving green, open
space within in the Village on the two parcels shown above.

Preliminary recommendations in the Sector Plan Update, currently
underway, call for overturning principles in the current plan and allowing
construction of mid to high-rise buildings on both sites.

The Village of Friendship Heights is already one of the most densely
populated communities in the Nation with more than 5,000 residents, in 10
high-rise residential buildings, all jammed into an area less than one-tenth of
a square mile.

To ensure the Village remains a welcoming and attractive place to live, it is
critical that we adhere to the principles in the current plan and not jam more
tall buildings into what little green, open space remains within the Village.




