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Writing Our Future
Melanie Rose White, Mayor

Around the time | was old enough to hold a pencil and
construct a complete sentence, my grandmother gave
me my first diary. The page size was small, but there
was enough space to write a few lines about each day.
Since then, | have kept a daily diary most of my life,
as did my grandmother and one of my brothers. Last
fall, Cokie Roberts was a guest speaker at the Village
Center where she talked about her book, Founding
Mothers: Remembering the Ladies. During her pre-
sentation, Cokie remarked about how important it is
to save family letters, photographs, diaries, (and even
some e-mails) because these pieces are how we will
document so much of our nation’s heritage. | doubt if
any of my diaries will ever end up in a history book,
but it is a lot of fun to look back at what | wrote in high
school. How many of us can recall exactly what was
going through our mind—and even what we watched
on TV—on any given day...in 1974.

The thing about diaries, though, is that you write
aboutthe good times and the bad. Every now and then,
I"ll turn to the day’s page to start writing and ask myself
why I'm keeping such a meticulous record of stuff that
I would much rather forget! Nevertheless | keep on
writing, and after a while you realize how strong and
resilient most of us are and how those “bad” days can
often make us better people. Whether it's been a happy
day or not, there is something immensely appealing
about looking at a fresh diary page each evening and
creating a lasting record of how that day transpired.

During 2014, the Village took a look at its own
record of 100 years as we celebrated our Centenni-
al. We paid tribute to past and present residents and
commemorated the milestones in our community that
have made Friendship Heights so unique. Centennials
provide an opportunity to look back and plan ahead,
just like diaries. Imagine if the Village owned 99 blank
diaries, one for each year from now to 2114, waiting
to be written. What would you like those pages to say?

Part of our Centennial celebrations focused on the
future of the Village, touching on a variety of ideas.
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Some residents would like us to take another look at
becoming a municipality. Others feel we should buy
real estate with the hope of protecting the Village from
commercial overdevelopment. Many acknowledge our
changing demographics and would like to make our
neighborhood more inclusive of young families.

Just like those blank diary pages, the future of the
Village is waiting to be written. Whatever our future
holds, | know that the vast array of programs, services,
and amenities offered to residents, and paid for with
your tax dollars, will continue. Take a look at how the
Village spends your financial contributions by reading
the Treasurer’s Report
on page 5 and study-
ing the budget on
the pages that follow. |
Although notasrobust 8
as some years, our &
financial outlook is ¥
strong. Thisisthe 10th |
consecutive year that
your tax rate is set as
low as allowed by our
Charter—4 cents per g
$100. We're able to
keep this tax rate so
low because of careful )

fiscal manag?ment— Council Chairman Bob Schwarz-
by the Council and by part helped ring in the New Year
the dedicated efforts to kick off our Centennial.

of the Village Center

Staff. My thanks to all (including our loyal corps of
volunteers) who work so hard to make our community
a dynamic place to live.

As you read through the rest of this Annual Report |
hope you will find anew program or activity thatinterests
you and that proves to be “diary-worthy”—something
you'll want to write about at the end of the day. And,
if you have an idea for an amenity or program event,
please share your thoughts with us. That's what keeps
our neighborhood special.

OnbehalfoftheVillage Council,  extend my warmest
wishes to you and your family for a healthy and vibrant
2015. | hope we see you soon at the Village Center!
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2014 Village Report
Julian P. Mansfield, Village Manager

Maurice Trebach, former Village Council member and
Chairman, passed away in October. He presided over
monthly Council meetings with a steady hand for more
than ten years. He was instrumental in bringing several
initiatives to the Village, including the shredding truck,
prescription drug dropoff day, the mammovan, and
our brick crosswalks. Maurice had
resigned his Council seat in March,
and the Council filled the vacant
seat by appointing Clara Lovett in
June. Ms. Lovettthen was appointed
Council Historian.

In April, the Council appoint-
ed Judge Robert Schwarzbart as
Council Chairman and Leonard Grant as Council Vice
Chairman.The other Council members remained in the
same offices: Melanie Rose White, Mayor; Elizabeth
Demetra Harris, Secretary; Alvan Morris, Treasurer; and
John Mertens, Parliamentarian.

Clara Lovett

CELEBRATING OUR CENTENNIAL

As 2014 began, it was time to start commemorating the
Village’s 100th anniversary. We announced the kickoff
of the festivities at our New Year’s Day Open House on

Our new flag was unveiled at our Community Day celebra-

tion on April 13. Photo by Lew Berry
January 1. The art exhibit in the Center, from Decem-
ber 2013 through January 2014, featured paintings in
the style of artists 100 years ago. Centennial banners
were installed on lightpoles throughout the commu-
nity, and street signs were replaced with an upgraded

design featuring the same color and design element
as the banners. We also designed a new flag that was
introduced atour Community Day celebration in April.

New displays were installed in the Center hallways
and display cases, including historical photos, docu-
ments and a map showing some of the original houses.

Council Chairman Maurice Trebach, shown with his wife
Mildred, passed away in October 2014.

Photo by Lew Berry

An updated book about the history of the Village is
nearly complete as this goes to press.

We also hosted four Centennial Saturday history
programs and a number of other Centennial-related
programs and events (see the program report that begins
on page 9).

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Followingarequestreceived from our Community Adviso-
ry Committee, we set up arecorded message highlighting
programs and events at the Center. If you are calling the
Center after hours, the message will prompt you to push
11 to hear the recording. During our open hours, the
front desk receptionist can transfer you to the recorded
message upon request. The recording is updated at the
beginning of every month.

The Village continued its active participation in the
Friendship Heights Transportation Management District
Advisory Committee. The TMD advises the County on a
range of traffic and transportation issues, including pe-
destrian safety. Council memberJohn Mertens andVillage
resident Rachael Schacherer represented the Village on
the Committee. Rachael stepped down at the end of the
year—we thank her for her service!
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» M

- members and staff attended the annual MML

- conferencein Ocean City. Forthefirsttime we
participated in the Parade of Flags, displaying
our new Village flag. I also continue to serve
as President of the Montgomery Municipal
Cable television station board.

Our email alert group continues
to grow. Send an email to jmansfield@
friendshipheightsmd.gov and you will
receive regular messages about our website
updates and special program and community
announcements.

COUNCILHONORSVILLAGE RESIDENTS
The Council continued its tradition of recog-
nizing residents for their contributions to the
community. We honoredVillage Centenarian
Kitty Salasin and retiring Council member
Maurice Trebach at our annual Community

Village Council members (seated left to right): Elizabeth Harris, Maurice Day on Apl’il 13. This was a special Centen-

Trebach, Leonard Grant. Standing left to right: Alvan Morris, Melanie White,
John Mertens, Robert Schwarzbart. New Council member Clara Lovett is

pictured on page two.

In April and September we again participated in the
National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day. This very
successful program, sponsored by the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, addresses a vital public safety and
health issue. Montgomery County Police officers came
to the Center to collect and safely dispose of unwanted
or expired prescription drugs. The much-appreciated
shredding truck service also continued. Check our
newsletter for an announcement of the next shredding
date in April 2015.

Council member Bob Schwarz-
bart continued to serve as a residen-
— tial representative on the Western

- Montgomery County Citizens Ad-
visory Board, a 19-member group
thatadvises the Montgomery County
1 Executive and County Council on a
range of local issues.

The Village also continued to
8 be actively involved with the
Maryland Municipal League and
@8 its Montgomery County Chapter,
. attending meetings with the County
Executive, County Council, and
Maryland legislators. | serve as
| Treasurerofthe Montgomery County
Chapter. In June, a group of Council

nial-themed celebration, and we welcomed
backformer Council members, staff members
and others connected with the history of the
Village, along with a host of current elected officials.
AtourJuly 4 celebration,
Mayor Melanie White
presented Community
Service Awards to Rajni
Chatterjee, Village Cen-
ter front desk volunteer,
and Alfred Muller, former
Mayor and member of £
the Centennial Commit- g
tee. | was honored to be
selected to receive the The Council honored former
Elizabeth Scull Outstand- Mayor Alfred Muller.

ing Community Service Photo by Joel Williams
Award.

NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATES

The proposed playground for Page Park was a topic of
discussion throughoutthe year. More residents attended
the monthly Council meetings than we have seen for
a long time, attesting to the interest and passion this
issue has raised in the community. The Council decided
not to pursue a playground in Willoughby Park, and
to have a single playground in Page Park restricted to
the northeast quadrant near the original swingset. The
process continues into 2015 with more modifications
expected before the design is finalized.

page 3



Y/ /4

Last year we mentioned the WSSC water main
replacement project on Willard Avenue with the ex-
pectation that the work would be completed by the
spring of 2014. Unfortunately, for the many residents
who live on or near Willard, the work continued
throughout the year and is not finished yet. WSSC is
replacing water mains on Willard from River Road to
Wisconsin Avenue. They also replaced a large section
of pipe under Friendship Boulevard between Willard
and North Park Avenues. This spring WSSC will repave
Friendship Boulevard entirely from Willard Avenue to
South Park Avenue.

-

MVA Mobile Office staff Donald Clark, Kathy Wiederock,
and Sandy Bathurst are an efficient, friendly team.

VILLAGE CONTINUES PARTNERSHIPS WITH
COUNTY AND STATE
The Police Field Office at 4602 North Park Avenue, now
in its 18th year of operation, is a successful partnership
B 4 WLy between the
¥ Village and the
Montgomery
County Police
Department’s
Bethesda Dis-
trict, headed by
Captain David
Falcinelli. The
facility provides
increased po-
lice presence
and visibility in

MVA Bus Schedule for first half of 2015 (Mondays,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.):

January 26, February 23, March 23, April 27,
May 18, June 22

the community. The Maryland Motor Vehicle Admin-
istration’s Mobile Office is a convenient, reliable, and
popular service in the Village. The bus is scheduled
every month and parks on Friendship Boulevard,
next to the Village Center, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All
of the services provided at the MVA Express Offices
are available on the bus, including renewing driver’s
licenses, renewing vehicle registrations, renewing MD
photo identifications, obtaining disability placards, and
returning tags.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: CENTER FRONT DESK

The friendly faces
you see attheVillage
Center front desk in-
clude some very ded-
icated volunteers.
Rajni Chatterjee,
Stephanie Olshan,
Janet Solomon, and
Helen Vamvas help
answer phones, greet
visitors, sign up res-
idents for classes
and trips, and more.

LR
Mayor White presented a Commu-
nity Service Award to Rajni Chat- .
terjee on ]uly 4. Photo by Joel Williams Their tremendous

effort helps keep the

Center operating smoothly seven days a week.
We rely on a large number of volunteers from the
community to help us at the Village Center every day.
My special thanks to them and to our wonderful staff.

Helen Vamvas

Stephanie Olshan
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Treasurer’s Report
Dr. Alvan Morris

Theroller coaster ride continues. It would be nice, with
the improving economy, if we could just sitback, relax,
and let the money pour in. Unfortunately, it doesn’t
work that way.

As we recounted last year, from FY2007 through
FY2009, we ran surpluses totaling more than
$1,600,000. Then in FY2010 and FY2011, we dipped
into reserves for about $129,000. Back to surpluses in
FY2012 and FY2013, as we added about $700,000
to the Village coffers. Income tax revenues were back
up. Then, in FY2014 our budgeted surplus became a
deficit of $53,484 as income tax fell again, along with
the snow. It would have been a lot worse if we had not
been very careful with our other expenses.

Looking ahead, FY2015 is very difficult to call. In-
come tax revenues continue to lag. We had budgeted
a small surplus. Depending once again on snowfall,
and whether we hit the mark on other income items,
we may break even or go into the red once again. We
will likely have a small deficit again in FY2016.

While we would love to beat our budget every year
(as we did for many years), we know that will not hap-
pen, at least for a while longer. We are in no danger.
We have strong reserves and no debt. Our wonderful

services will continue, and the property tax rate will
remain 4¢ per $100, the lowest rate allowed by our
charter, for the tenth consecutive year. As we said last
year, however, we cannot get too confident and we
have to remain careful.

The proposed Village budget for FY2016 follows,
along with an explanation of the various categories.
As always, the narrative only hits certain highlights
of the budget, and the footnotes at the end should be

consulted for a more
complete explanation of
the indicated categories.
Public hearings will be
held on the proposed
FY2016 budget in Feb-
ruary and March.

REVENUES

For FY2016, income
taxes are budgeted at
$1,030,000, which is
based on the assump-
tion that calendar 2014
returns will be approximately the same as calendar
year 2013. Per our meeting with State officials, we
are projecting $985,000 for FY2015. Properties in the
Village were reassessed last year, and we are assuming
static revenue. Most otherincome sources are projected
to remain the same, including Gas/highway tax and
Municipal Revenue sharing, which continue to be
debated both at the State and County levels.

EXPENDITURES
General Government: This category is being increased
2.3% over the FY2015 budget.

Public Safety: No increase projected.

Public Works: Again, per contract, the cost of the bus
will rise in FY2016.

Health/Education/Social Services: No increase pro-
jected.

Recreation & Parks: The “Center special events” cat-
egory has been reduced to normal levels since the
Centennial celebration has ended.

Capital Improvements Fund: The Council has approved
anew playground for the northeast corner of Page Park.
Funds will be expended from the Capital Improve-
ments Fund for this project. There is a possibility that
expenditures will continue into FY2016. At this point
no decisions on additional capital improvements have
been made by the Council. Funds will be transferred to
the Capital Improvements Fund as necessary.

Once again, I am happy to say that the Village’s
strong financial condition, combined with careful
management, has allowed us to continue to navigate
through a difficult economic environment while
keeping services intact and the tax rate at the lowest
possible level allowed by our charter. We are proud
of our accomplishments and will continue to strive to
keep the Village a wonderful place to live and work.
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Friendship Heights Village: Proposed Budget for FY2016

REVENUES:

Property tax’ $502,628
Income tax? 1,005,938
Municipal Revenue Sharing?® 82,625
Gas/highway tax* 40,592
Parking violation income® 266,316
4602 N. Park Ave. rental 49,320

Interest income® 9,538

Village Center rental income 10,231
Permit and License fees”’ 19,310
Newsletter ad income 37,316

Village Center program/misc income? 8,332

TOTAL REVENUES $2,032,146
EXPENDITURES: Actual FY14
General Government

1  Elections $0
2A Financial admin. and accounting® 10,181
2B Administrative costs'® 9,047
2C Memberships and conferences' 23,221
2D Legal counsel and consultants 6,175
2F Village Council reports 2,807
3A Salaries' 614,926
3B Health and Life Insurance' 108,186
3C FILC.A. 47,804
3E Retirement Contribution 46,740
4A Xerox copiers 772
4B Aquarium 1,800
4C Heating and cooling maintenance 12,266

4D Bldg. security system maintenance 6,875

5C Bldg/General liability insurance 28,740
6 Telephone and utilities 55,066
7  Hospitality and special events'® 15,364
8A Equipment and supplies’” 14,648
8B Office and building furniture 0
8D 4602 N. Park Ave. maintenance 2,579
8E Computer equip/supplies 5,784
8F Center maintenance - repairs 22,389
8G Maintenance service'® 117,161
Total General Government $1,152,531
Public Safety

9A Security Patrol contract $78,502

9B Police Field Office'® 2,773
9C Security vehicle maintenance® 10,400
Total Public Safety $91,675

Actual FY14 Budget FY15

$550,000
1,028,000
82,000
12,000
300,000
50,793
12,000
15,000
15,000
40,000
7,000
$2,111,793

Budget FY15

$5,000
11,000
9,000
20,000
10,000
3,000
639,192
115,000
49,852
49,852
1,000
1,900
12,000
3,000
22,883
45,000
17,000
15,000
0

5,000
3,000
20,000
120,000
$1,177,679

$90,000
4,000
10,400
$104,400
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Est.Actual FY15
$550,000
985,000
82,625
40,000
300,000
50,793
12,000
10,000
15,000
40,000
7,000
$2,092,418

Est.Actual FY15

5,000
10,500
9,000
20,000
7,000
3,000
639,192
117,500
49,852
49,852
1,000
1,900
12,000
3,000
22,883
45,000
17,000
15,000
0

5,000
3,000
20,000
120,000
$1,176,679

$90,000
4,000
10,400
$104,400

Budget FY16

$550,000
1,030,000
82,000
12,000
300,000
52,313
12,000
15,000
15,000
40,000
7,000
$2,115,313

Budget FY16

$0
11,000
9,000
20,000
10,000
3,000
658,368
125,000
51,348
51,348
1,000
1,900
12,000
3,000
18,087
45,000
17,000
15,000
0

5,000
3,000
20,000
125,000
$1,205,051

$90,000
4,000
10,400
$104,400
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Public Works

10 Bus contract?
11A Street maintenance

11B Sidewalk ma

intenance

11C Snow removal
11D Storm drain maintenance
12A Waste collection®?

12B Recycling

13 Street lighting

14 Street signs
15 Trees

16 Villagescape®
Total Public Works

Health/Education/Social Serv.
17B Health/Social services®*
17D Scholarship Program?s

Total Health/Education/Social Serv.

Recreation and Parks

18C Lecture fees

18D Musicians’ fees
18E Instructors’ fees

18F Trip fees
18G Art/theme sh
18] Consumable

18K Lunches, Brunches, Teas & Dinners

ows
supplies

18M Center special events?®
19 Reading Room Materials

20C Village newsl
21A Village Parks
21B Village Parks
21C Village Parks
21D Village Parks
21E Village Parks
21F Village Parks
21G Art fund

23 Landscaping

etter
: Electricity
: Water

: Fountain Maint.

: Lighting Maint.
: Furniture
: Walkway maint

contract

24  Arborist contract

Total Recreation

and Parks

Total Operating Expenditures

Surplus/(Deficit)

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
GENERAL FUND BALANCE

CAP. IMPROV. FUND BALANCE*

OPEB TRUST FUND RESERVE?

Actual FY14

$432,476
0

3,170
99,918

0

17,397
3,196
17,956
4,708

0

14,186
$593,007

9,718
0
$9,718

1,200
18,728
(6,429)
(6,233)
1,444
6,818
8,613
68,398
2,377
33,999
986
4,101
15,240
1,398
0
0
0
83,693
4,366

$238,699
$2,085,630
$(53,484)
$2,032,146
$4,715,733
$19,830
$94,664

Budget FY15

$445,000
0

5,000
35,000

0

17,000
3,000
20,000
1,000
2,000
15,000
$543,000

12,000
0
$12,000

2,000
20,000
0

0
3,000
6,000
10,000
50,000
4,000
35,000
2,000
7,000
15,000
3,000
2,000
0
3,000
85,000
10,000

$257,000
$2,094,079
$17,714
$2,111,793
$4,733,447
$19,830
$70,064
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Est.Actual FY15
$445,000
0

5,000
35,000

0

18,000
3,500
20,000
1,000
2,000
15,000
$544,500

12,000
0
$12,000

2,000
20,000
0

0
3,000
6,000
10,000
50,000
4,000
35,000
2,000
7,000
15,000
3,000
2,000
0

0
90,000
10,000

$259,000
$2,096,579
$@4,161)
$2,092,418
$4,711,572
$8,000
$70,064

Budget FY16
$458,350
0

5,000
35,000

0

18,000
3,500
20,000
1,000
2,000
15,000
$557,850

12,000
0
$12,000

2,000
20,000
0

0
3,000
6,000
10,000
35,000
4,000
35,000
2,000
7,000
15,000
3,000
2,000
0
3,000
90,000
10,000

$247,000
$2,126,301
$(10,988)
$2,115,313
$4,700,584
$8,000
$47,064
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FOOTNOTES
Revenues

1

The special tax rate for the Village of Friendship Heights (not less than 4¢/$100 nor more than 20¢/$100 on
assessments based on 100% of value), set by the Friendship Heights Village Council, was 4¢/$100 in FY2015,
and is proposed to be 4¢/$100 for FY2016, which begins July 1, 2015.

2 Estimate reflects the portion of the county tax rate returned to the Village from state filings.

3 An agreement between the county and municipalities (including special tax districts) requires the county to
reimburse special tax districts for a portion of certain expenditures, which currently include park maintenance,
health services, and road maintenance.

4 This amount is derived from a state formula based on the number of registered vehicles at Village addresses.

5 Parking violation income is collected by Montgomery County. The Village revenue share is 75%.

6 Interest is from Village funds placed in state approved investments. Interest on the Capital Improvements and
OPEB Funds, included in the audit figure, are not included in the budget.

7 Permit fees are paid by contractors who occupy public rights-of-way (streets and sidewalks). By law, the fees
defray only the reasonable administrative costs of maintaining the permit system and are currently $250. Cer-
tain license fees are also received from the state.

8 Includes a percentage of art sales and commission from produce market sales.

Expenditures

9 Includes the annual audit and financial statements required by law.

10 Includes taking of the minutes for the monthly public Council meetings, postage, and stationery.

11 Includes Maryland Municipal League dues and conferences attended by Council and/or staff.

12 Salaries of 5 full-time and 5 part-time employees. (The Center is open seven days a week and four evenings
until 9 p.m.) Volunteers provide additional support to staff.

13 Covers costs of health insurance, life insurance, and other benefits provided to qualifying employees.

14 Council contribution to employee retirement plan.

15 Includes Worker’s Comp, Public Officials Liability, Fidelity Bond, and Building/General Liability.

16 Volunteer/staff annual appreciation dinner, condolence flowers, and holiday decorations.

17 Includes general cleaning products, restroom paper supplies, copier paper, and office supplies.

18 Contract for maintenance staff at Village Center. Includes cleaning, minor repairs, setups and takedowns of
equipment, street cleaning, and 4602 North Park Police Field Office cleaning.

19 Cost to maintain Police Field Office at 4602 North Park Avenue.

20 Cost of security vehicle provided by security contractor.

21 Contract for operation of shuttle bus, including vehicle, drivers, maintenance, insurance.

22 Includes collection of Center trash and recyclables and park trash six times per week. A community shredding
service, twice per year, is also included.

23 Cost to install and maintain flower baskets on streetlight poles.

24 Includes cost of Suburban Hospital programs and other health related services.

25 To fund educational scholarship(s) or community education as authorized by the Council.

26 Cost of four major seasonal events each year.

27 The Council has approved a new playground in Page Park. No estimate of cost is available at this time.

28 Reserve for payments into Montgomery County Trust for retiree health benefits.
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2014 Program Report
Jennie Fogarty, Associate Program Director
Anne O’Neil, Associate Program Director

2014 was an especially busy and exciting year at the
Village Center with many programs planned around
the Village Centennial. Special history programs were
held on Saturdays; a fashion show highlighted each
decade; a descendant of a founding family present-
ed a slide show of the early settlers; an architectural
historian discussed Village buildings, and, a popular
newspaper columnist shared little-known stories of
Friendship Heights, including a 100-year-old lawsuit
thatinvolved a resident leveling a shotgun at telephone
repairmen. As always residents participated in art, ex-
ercise, language, bridge, computer, and photography
classes as well as discussion groups, Scrabble, book,
chess and bridge clubs, movies, a children’s art camp,
a farmers market, health programs, lectures, concerts,
storytelling, and trips.

CLASSES
The Center continues to offer art classes for all ages
andskill levels. Acrylic or oil painting, still life painting,
basic photography for adults and children, and portrai-
ture in pencil and pastel were all well-subscribed. In
addition, Millie Shott (our art curator) again offered a
summer art camp for children. John Eaton’s American
Songwriters class returned for two successful sessions.

Exercise classes remain in demand, and we offer a
variety of them. Current exercise classes at the Center
include Yoga, Pilates, Tai Chi, strength training, fall
prevention, and chair exercise. The Walking Club
continues to meet three times a week.

Classes in Italian, through the Italian Cultural Soci-
ety, and Yiddish continued. Bridge classes were well

Walter Isaacson came to the

Village Center in October to
discuss his latest book.

R - - il i -— L —

We saw a performance by the Capitol Steps in November.

attended and the Village Bridge Club, Chess Group
and Book Club meet regularly. In April a class in Mah
Jongg was introduced.

ON THE GO

A group of 32 enjoyed a 3-day visit to the Hudson
Valley in October. Day trips closer to home included
visits to Baltimore, CharlesTown, Richmond, Longwood
Gardens, Rehoboth Beach, and, National Harbor. Vil-
lagers enjoyed Nationals baseball, an NSO Rehearsal,
the Capitol Steps, tours of Mount Vernon and the Clara
Barton House, a trip to the Amish Market, and lunch
at 'Auberge Chez Frangois.

BOOKSIGNINGS
AND LECTURES
The year began

with thefirst “Cen-
tennial Saturday”
featuring historian
William Offuttand
former residents
who shared their
memories of the
Village when it
was a community
of 100 houses.
Guest speakers at
the second Sat-
urday program a
month later were

d

“WildFlowers,” by Carol Bouville, was

featured in the Friendship Gallery
Deborah Demaree show in June.
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We took a trip to Mount Vernon in December.

who shared stories about her mother (Tim Edwards),
and Royce Hanson, former Planning Board Chair for the
County. The third program concerned Village develop-
ment after the high rises were built and speakers were
Cleonice Tavani, Dr. Alfred Muller, Steven Robins and
Nancy Mellon. Cleo Tavani, Al Muller, Peg Downey,
Rachael Schacherer and Sam Solovey participated in
the final Centennial Saturday
which covered the develop-
ment of GEICO and took a
look at the future. All four
of the Centennial Saturday
programs can be viewed on
the Montgomery Municipal
Cable website, www.mmctv.
org. At-large County Coun-
cilmember Hans Riemer held
a town hall meeting in May;
fraud expert Sally Hurme
press secretary Mike Mc- spoke during the summer;
Curry spoke at the Center Dr. Majid Fotuhi lectured on
in November. memory and brain perfor-

mance; homeless advocate
Carol Fennelly discussed her project Hope House;
Jacquelyn Days Serwer, Curator of the Smithsonian
National Museum of African American History and
Culture, discussed the new museum; Carol Bessette
lectured on sculptressVinnie Ream; Post columnist John
Kelly shared stories he found about the Village over
the last century; former White House Press Secretary
Mike McCurry analyzed the mid-term election results;
archaeologist Eric Cline lectured on excavationsin Israel;
Diane Tamayo and Amy Rispin presented a slide show
on early farm families in Friendship Heights; Deborah
Kovach spoke on de-cluttering one’s life; the Center
hosted a fashion show featuring clothes through the

Former White House

decades since 1914; and, the final Centennial program
of the year was presented by Sandra Youla, a planner
and architectural historian with the Montgomery County
Planning Department, who gave aniillustrated talk onthe
history and architecture of the Friendship Heights area.

Authors who appeared at the Center during the year
included:

e Anne Barton e Kimberly Palmer

e Asoka Bandarage e Hope Ramsay

e Kristen Callihan e Cokie Roberts

¢ Howard Feinstein e Barbara Scheiber

¢ Martin Goldsmith e David Stewart

e Walter Isaacson ¢ Elissa Brent Weissman

e Sanjay Jain

FOR THE KIDS

The Friendship Heights Village Center continued to
offer a wide range of programs for children, ranging in
age from pre-school to pre-teen. Movies, family events
and our weekly Village playtime, brought children of
all ages to the Center. A perennial favorite remains our
summer art camp, which enables children to explore
their artistic sides for one week in the summer.

CONCERTS

This year’s concert menu offered a wide range of music
tosuitany taste. Performances during the winter months
featured the Celtic Harp, the clarinetand classical music
by the Friday Morning Music Club and Beau Soir, and
a special salute to Black History Month. In the spring,
a number of pianists played to appreciative audiences.
Jazz performances, folk music and Israeli folk dances
rounded out the indoor spring concerts. In the summer,
we moved outdoors with a variety of concerts including

|

|

Art curator Millie Shott coordinates our very popular sum-

mer art camp for kids. Photo by Lew Berry
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IONA performed at the Village Center in July.

maritime songs, Motown, classical and New Orleans
Jazz. The summer outdoor concerts continued in July
and August with an international flavor. Performers
included IONA, World Jam Club, Machaya Klezmer,
The Empresarios, and Mariachis de Los Compadres,
Performances by Bill Thomas celebrated the blues
while the JubileeVoices rang out with soulful spirituals.
Hawaiian dances and music were ever popular. In the
fall, audiences enjoyed a number of popular concerts
by artists such as the Eric Byrd Trio, Ginnie Carr, and
JohnJensen. Classical performances by the Friday Morn-
ing Music Club, Rosanne
Conway and Leslie Bennett,
and Ann Joseph and Natalie
Ross continued to delight the
Friendship Heights audienc-
es. Our Tales in the Village
storytelling series brought a
new type of performance art
to the Village Center, while
the Landon Symphonette
brought students and mentors
together for wonderful perfor-
I mances on select Saturdays.

Council member Elizabeth
Harris modeled a 1920s
outfit in our Centennial
fashion show.

Photo by Robin Mansfield

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Health issues have always
been important at the Cen-
ter. Pneumonia and flu shots
were administered by the Visiting Nurse Association
in October. Suburban Hospital continued to provide
weekly blood pressure checks and nurse consultations,
as well as monthly health lectures. AARP Safe Driving
workshops were offered in the spring and fall and
were filled, as always. The speech therapy and support
group met every month (even on Veterans Day!) and
continues to be an important program for many people.

The Vision Support Group, a partnership between the
Prevention of Blindness Society and the Village, also
met each month with good speakers and fellowship-
and a tasty lunch provided by POB. The University of
Maryland’s Cooperative Extension Service continues
to provide free health insurance assistance to seniors
at the Center.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Our special community events—Community Day, July
4th, Taste of Friendship Heights, and New Year’s Day
Open House—all celebrated our 100th birthday. Each
special day was festive and provided an opportunity
to recognize volunteers who have given their time to
activities at the Center.

ART EXHIBITIONS

Through the efforts of Millie Shott, our curator, Friend-
ship Gallery features monthly art exhibits. This year the
Center sponsored two community art shows in con-
nection with special events in the Village: the Fourth of
July and the Taste of Friendship Heights in September
(“Cuisine Art”). All Village art instructors and their stu-
dents exhibited in November. “A Holiday Affair,” the
annual artisan craft fair, also took place in November.

THANKYOU

Many volunteers contribute countless hours to assist
with the programs at the Center. Our special thanks
to the Village Council, our committees (including the
Program Advisory Committee, whose valuable input
is always appreciated), volunteers and staff for their
dedicated efforts throughout the year.

“Downtown F St Near 14th St.” by Richard Fitzhugh, was
featured in the Friendship Gallery in August.
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